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Chapter Summary
This chapter is for social work students and new practitioners who want to prepare to work with violent families. It defines the types of family violence, reports the recent incidence for each, delineates the history of social work intervention with this population, provides a model for assessment, a rationale for working to stop violent behavior, and a model for treatment. It discusses the controversies around help for child witnesses. It identifies the needs of military and undocumented families. Finally it addresses transference and countertransference issues, outlines appropriate outcomes, and encourages new practitioners to work with this seemingly daunting problem.

